Personal Stfpries

World War I

Thomas Collins

sth Battalion Wiltshire ‘Regiment

(J'ﬁe Lion’s Head Public House was located on the Common, Winterslow, opposite
Weston Lane and ﬂanﬁecf ﬁy the S ﬁﬁ’y}afe (Cow Lane) serving the community until
demolished; to be rqo[acecf Ey fow homes in 2017. In the first decade q( the 1900s the
Collins famify moved ﬁfom London to Winterslow with the head of the famify Thomas
Colins mﬁing over as licensee cf the Lion’s Head and with the fami[y “[iving on the joB”‘
The fami[y consisted (f Thomas’ wﬁe Sara, cfaugﬁters Elsie & G [acfys and two sons
David Thomas (known as Thomas) & William. Sara died in 1910,when the son Thomas
was 18, and was buried in All Saints cﬁm’cﬁyaref

In 1914 The Great War started and at the age of 22 yournyg Thomas enlisted in 1st Battalion g[ the Wiltshire
Regiment, going on to serve in the 4th and sth Battalions, the latter oyemting in the Middle East in ga[ﬁjoofi and
Egypt b'efore moving to ‘Mesopotamia (modern afay ‘qu).

On 6th November 1914 an ﬂng[o - Indian force was cfe}o[oyecf to what is now Traq to secure the oil ﬁe[d% and prevent
the German - Turkish alliance from controffing the Persian guﬁ The British oﬁmsive action Eegan with the naval
bombardment of the old fort at Fao, located at the point where the Shatt-al-Arab meets the Persian Gulf. At the Fao
Lamfing, the British-Indian fxyecﬁtionary Force D (1EF D), comprising the 6th (Poona) Division was cyo}oosecf
By 350 Ottoman troops and 4 guns. illﬁ'er a sﬁar}a engagement, the fort was overrun. By mid-November the Poona
Division was fully ashore and began moving towards the city of Basra. On 22 November, the British occupied the
Basra aﬁer a short figﬁt with soldiers cf the Traq Area Command under the feacfersﬁtjo cf the Governor cy( Basra.
The Ottoman troops abandoned Basra and retreated up the Shatt-Al-Arab waterway,.

On the 25th jcmuary the sth Wiltshires,
afong with the CRoyaf Welsh Fusiliers, were
engaged with Turkish forces under cover of an
intense British bombardment. A combination

of the bombardment and trench warfare

saw the Turkish [ine crumble with 100
ﬁEnemy troops captm’eﬁ[ CBefore the Turkish
counter-attack that night the defences were
consolidated by the Royal Engineers, with the
enemy repulsed.

Continued...




The casualties were listed in regimenm( records as 2 Oﬁicers killed and 4 woumﬁad, afong with 33 other ranks killed
and 110 wounded. iZlmong the famf casualties that cfay was Private Thomas Collins agec{ 25 and is named on the

Amara War Cemetery.

His fatﬁer had the fofﬁ)wing insm’}ation added to his wife’s headstone in All Saints cﬁurcﬁycmf

“Also cf Thomas Collins
Beloved son (f the above
Who was killed in action in Mesopotamia.
jcmuary 25th 1 917 agecf 25 years”.

“No time for the last fond handclasp
No time for [ast farewe[[
Not even the eye-gfcmce meeting
To say what the heart would tell”.

Mick Brown

fltcﬁnow[écfgements:
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